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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 07494 010939Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-12 10-13 ISO-OO SS-15 NSC-05 
PRS-01 SP-02 INR-07 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 /081 W 

040807 021733Z /44-L 

R 010845Z NOV 77 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 53 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY KUWIAT 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

SECRET JIDDA 7494 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PDIP, YS 

SUBJECT: RELATIONS WITH PDRY 

REF: (A) AMMAN 7874, (B) ABU DHABI 2969 

1 . UNTIL RECENTLY, SAG THOUGHT THAT PDRY COULD BE DRAWN 
INTO MORE MODERATE PATH. SAG STRATEGY WAS TO GRANT 
FINANCIAL AID TO PDRY AND AT SAME TIME TO ENCOURAGE 
OTHER GOVERNMENTS TO ESTABLISH OR RESTORE RELATIONS WITH 
GPDRY IN HOPES THAT THEY WOULD ALSO HAVE MODERATING 
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INFLUENCE ON GPDRY. NUMBER OF EVENTS IN RECENT WEEKS 
HAVE CAUSED SAG TO HAVE SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT POSSIBILITY 
OF SUCCESS OF STRATEGY. PDRY SUPPORT OF ETHIOPIA HAS 
IRRITATED SAG SINCE IT RAN COUNTER TO SAUDI POLICY 
TOWARD MEGISTU REGIME. RUBIYA ALTS SPEECH AT UNGA 
WAS ANOTHER IRRITANT AS WELL AS PDRY FAILURE TO COOPERATE 
WITH SAUDI EFFORT TO BRING ABOUT RECONCILIATION BETWEEN 
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OMAN AND PDRY. PDRY MEDIA ATTENTION TO TASS REPORTS OF 
SAUDI INVOLVEMENT IN ASSASSINATION OF AL-HAMDI WAS STILL 
ANOTHER SIGN THAT SAUDI STRATEGY WAS NOT WORKING. 

2. IN VIEW OF ALL THIS, SAG IS IN PROCESS OF REASSESSING 
ITS POLICY TOWARD PDRY. IN MEANTIME, IT HAS URGED USG 
NOT TO RESUME RELATIONS FOR TIME BEING AND TO CONSULT 
CLOSELY ON FUTURE USG STEPS VIS-A-VIS PDRY. WE SUSPECT 
THAT THIS WOULD ALSO BE SAG ADVICE TO JORDAN IF APPROACHED 
BY GOJ ON SUBJECT. 

3. WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT RESULT OF SAG REASSESSMENT WILL 
BE, BUT WE HAVE IMPRESSION THAT SAUDI SUPPORT FOR PDRY 
WILL BE CURTAILED UNLESS PDRY GIVES SOME NEW EVIDENCE 
OF A CHANGE OF POLICY. ONE STRAW IN WIND MAY BE APPEAR- 
ANCE IN JIDDA OF LEAFLET SUPPOSEDLY DISTRIBUTED BY 
ARAB SOUTH LEAGUE VOICING ABSOLUTE SUPPORT FOR REVOLU- 
TIONISTS IN OGADEN AND ERITREA AND DISAPPROVING STANCE 
OF SOUTH YEMEN REGIME ON ISSUE. TEXT OF LEAFLET BEING 
SENT BY SEPTEL. 
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